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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . Submission of the information disclosure statements (IDS) filed on 
January 14, 2003 and September 30, 2002,. is acknowledged. However, the IDS 
statements could not be considered since they are not presented on the records. 
Applicant is requested to submit a copy of the missing statements in order for the 
statements to be considered in the next Office Action. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Berstis, US Patent 6,721,001 B1 in view of Helot, US 
Patent 6,301,106 B1. 

Regarding claim 1, Berstis discloses a system (Fig. 1) for charging a 
battery (Fig. 2: 218) of, and for taking-out digital images from a memory (Fig. 2: 
214) of a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102), the system comprising: a universal base 
(Fig. 1 : 106) for supplying the battery with electric power and for taking out the 
digital images from the memory of a digital camera when the digital camera is 
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coupled to the system (Col. 1, lines 45-61; col. 2, line 15 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, 
lines 5-63). 

Berstis fails to teach that the system comprises an exchangeable holder 
removable mounted on the universal base, the exchangeable holder being 
shaped to be fitted to a specific one of the different models of digital cameras and 
also standardized for being mounted on the universal base. 

However, Helot teaches a docking station (Fig. 1) having a plurality of 
adapter trays (Fig. 8) for a plurality of portable computers, wherein said plurality 
of adapter trays are configured for respective different type of portable computer 
so the data interface would match to the one in the docking station in order to 
exchange data and power from/to each of the plurality of portable computers; 
Helot also teaches that the adapters can be labeled in order to easily identify to 
which type of portable computer belongs (Col. 2, line 55 - col. 4, line 37; col. 4, 
lines 54-65; col. 5, lines 17-26; col. 6, lines 33-39). 

Although the teaching of Helot is for a portable computer and not for a 
digital camera, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to apply the concept taught in Helot to Berstis so 
the docking station may have a plurality of adapters for different digital cameras 
so the docking station could transfer image data and recharge the battery of each 
of the plurality of digital cameras. The motivation to do so would have been to 
reduce the number and variety of docking station products required as suggested 
by Helot (Col. 2, lines 3-14). 
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Regarding claim 2, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Helot as 
applied to claim 1 teaches that the exchangeable holder is a tray having an upper 
portion shaped to be fitted to a lower portion of the specific model of digital 
camera (The combination of Berstis in view of Helot would result in an adapter 
having an upper portion shaped to be fitted to a the lower portion of the specific 
model of digital camera since the interface of the docking station in Berstis has 
an upper portion to be fitted to the lower portion of the digital camera where the 
interface of said digital camera is located). Grounds for rejecting claim 1 apply 
here. 

Regarding claim 3, limitations can be found in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 4, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Helot as 
applied to claim 1 teaches a first electric connector to supply the battery with 
electric power and a second electric connector to take out the digital images from 
the memory, the first and the second connectors being designed to come into 
contact with the digital camera when the digital camera is laid on the tray (Berstis 
teaches that the digital camera comprises an electric connector (Fig. 2: 219) to 
supply the battery with electric power and another electric connector (Fig. 2: 217) 
to take out the images for the memory to be transferred to the personal computer 
by way of the docking station, which comprises an electric connector (Fig. 1:108) 
to supply power to the battery of the digital camera and an electric connector 
(Fig. 1 : 1 10) for transferring image data form the digital camera to the personal 
computer. The combined teaching of Berstis in view of Helot as applied to claim 
1 would result in the adapter having the same type of connections to adapt one 
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of a plurality of different digital cameras into said docking station). Grounds for 
rejecting claim 1 apply here. 

Regarding claim 5, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Helot as 
applied to claim 4 teaches that the first and second connectors are located at the 
tray, and wherein the universal base includes a third standardized electric 
connector (See Berstis, fig. 1:108) to supply the battery with electric power 
through the first connector and a fourth standardized electric connector (See 
Berstis, fig. 1 : 1 10) to take out the digital images from the memory through the 
second electric connector. Grounds for rejecting claim 4 apply here. 

Regarding claim 6, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Helot as 
applied to claim 3 teaches a first standardized electric connector to supply the 
battery with electric power and a second standardized electric connector to take 
out the digital images from the memory, the first and second standardized 
connectors are located at the universal base for a standardized coupling with the 
exchangeable holder (Berstis teaches that the digital camera comprises an 
electric connector (Fig. 2: 219) to supply the battery with electric power and 
another electric connector (Fig. 2: 217) to take out the images for the memory to 
be transferred to the personal computer by way of the docking station, which 
comprises an electric connector (Fig. 1:108) to supply power to the battery of the 
digital camera and an electric connector (Fig. 1 : 1 10) for transferring image data 
form the digital camera to the personal computer. The combined teaching of 
Berstis in view of Helot as applied to claim 1 would result in the adapter having 
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the same type of connections to adapt one of a plurality of different digital 
cameras into said docking station). Grounds for rejecting claim 1 apply here. 

Regarding claim 7, Berstis discloses that the universal base leads to a 
power line (Fig. 1:114; col. 3, lines 9-1 7). 

Regarding claim 8, Berstis discloses that the universal base leads to a 
signal line (Fig. 1:116, col. 3, lines 9-17). 

Regarding claim 9, Berstis discloses a system for a charging a battery of 
and for taking-out digital images from a memory of a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102), 
the system comprising: a universal base (Fig. 1 : 106) for supplying the battery 
(Fig. 2: 218) with electric power and for taking out the digital images from the 
memory of the digital camera when the system is coupled to the digital camera 
(Col. 1 , lines 45-61 ; col. 2, line 1 5 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, lines 5-63). 

Berstis fails to teach that the system charges a battery of and takes-out 
digital images from a memory of first and second models of digital cameras; a 
first exchangeable holder removably mountable on the universal base, the first 
exchangeable holder being shaped to be fitted to the first model of digital camera 
and also standardized for being mounted on the universal base; and a second 
exchangeable holder removably mountable on the universal base in place of the 
first exchangeable holder, the second exchangeable holder being shaped to be 
fitted to the second model of digital camera and also standardized for being 
mounted on the universal base. 

However, Helot teaches a docking station (Fig. 1 ) having a plurality of 
adapter trays (Fig. 8) for a plurality of portable computers, wherein said plurality 
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of adapter trays are configured for respective different type of portable computer 
so the data interface would match to the one in the docking station in order to 
exchange data and power from/to each of the plurality of portable computers. 
Helot also teaches that the adapters can be labeled in order to easily identify to 
which type of portable computer belongs (Col. 2, line 55 - col. 4, line 37; col. 4, 
lines 54-65; col. 5, lines 17-26; col. 6, lines 33-39). 

Although the teaching of Helot is for a portable computer and not for a 
digital camera, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to apply the concept taught in Helot to Berstis so 
the docking station may have a plurality of adapters for different digital cameras 
so the docking station could transfer image data and recharge the battery of each 
of the plurality of digital cameras. The motivation to do so would have been to 
reduce the number and variety of docking station products required as suggested 
by Helot (Col. 2, lines 3-14). 

Regarding claim 10, limitations can be found in claim 9. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the combined teaching of the Berstis in view of Helot 
as applied to claim 9 teaches that the universal base includes a space for 
containing either of the first and second exchangeable holders, one of the first 
and second exchangeable holders being coupled with the universal base at a 
bottom of the space (The combination of Berstis in view of Helot would result in 
an adapter having an upper portion shaped to be fitted to a the lower portion of 
the specific model of digital camera since the interface of the docking station in 
Berstis has an upper portion to be fitted to the lower portion of the digital camera 
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where the interface of said digital camera is located). Grounds for rejecting claim 
9 apply here. 

Regarding claim 12, Berstis discloses a set including a digital camera 
(Fig. 1 : 102) and a universal base (Fig. 1 : 1 06) to form a system for receiving the 
digital camera, the set comprising: a digital camera of a specific shape at its 
lower portion the digital camera having a battery (Fig. 2: 218) and a memory (Fig. 
2: 214), the battery being charged through the system, and digital images in the 
memory being taken out through the system; said universal base comprises an 
upper portion for fitting the lower portion of the digital camera so as to exchange 
image data and power from/to the digital camera (Using connector shown in fig. 
2: 21 7) (Col. 1 , lines 45-61 ; col. 2, line 1 5 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, lines 5-63). 

Berstis fails to teach a holder being couplable to the universal base, said 
holder having an upper portion shaped to be fitted to the lower portion of the 
digital camera, wherein the holder has a standardized coupler for attachment 
with the universal base. 

However, Helot teaches a docking station (Fig. 1) having a plurality of 
adapter trays (Fig. 8) for a plurality of portable computers, wherein said plurality 
of adapter trays are configured for respective different type of portable computer 
so the data interface would match to the one in the docking station in order to 
exchange data and power from/to each of the plurality of portable computers. 
Helot also teaches that the adapters can be labeled in order to easily identify to 
which type of portable computer belongs (Col. 2, line 55 - col. 4, line 37; col. 4, 
lines 54-65; col. 5, lines 17-26; col. 6, lines 33-39). 
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Although the teaching of Helot is for a portable computer and not for a 
digital camera, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to apply the concept taught in Helot to Berstis to 
have the docking station with a plurality of adapters to fit the lower part of 
different types of digital cameras in order to fit said holder to the upper part of the 
docking station so the docking station could exchange image data and recharge 
the battery of each of the different types of digital cameras. The motivation to do 
so would have been to reduce the number and variety of docking station 
products required as suggested by Helot (Col. 2, lines 3-14). 

Regarding claim 13, Berstis discloses a digital camera (Fig. 1 : 102) of a 
specific shape at its lower portion, the digital camera having a battery (Fig. 2: 
218) and a memory (Fig. 2: 214), the digital camera being couplable with a 
universal base (Fig. 1 : 106) to form a system through which the battery is 
charged and digital images in the memory are taken out when the digital camera 
is coupled to the system (Col. 1 , lines 45-61 ; col. 2, line 1 5 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, 
lines 5-63). 

Berstis fails to teach a holder for the digital camera, said holder being 
couplable to the universal base, wherein said holder comprises: an upper portion 
shaped to be fitted to the lower portion of the digital camera and a standardized 
coupler for coupling with the universal base. 

However, Helot teaches a docking station (Fig. 1) having a plurality of 
adapter trays (Fig. 8) for a plurality of portable computers, wherein said plurality 
of adapter trays are configured for respective different type of portable computer 
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so the data interface would match to the one in the docking station in order to 
exchange data and power from/to each of the plurality of portable computers. 
Helot also teaches that the adapters can be labeled in order to easily identify to 
which type of portable computer belongs (Col. 2, line 55 - col. 4, line 37; col. 4, 
lines 54-65; col. 5, lines 17-26; col. 6, lines 33-39). 

Although the teaching of Helot is for a portable computer and not for a 
digital camera, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to apply the concept taught in Helot to Berstis so 
the docking station may have a plurality of adapters for different digital cameras 
so the docking station could transfer image data and recharge the battery of each 
of the plurality of digital cameras. The motivation to do so would have been to 
reduce the number and variety of docking station products required as suggested 
by Helot (Col. 2, lines 3-14). 

5. Claim 14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Berstis, US Patent 6,721,001 B1 in view of Helot, US Patent 6,301,106 B1 
and further in view of Niikawa, US Patent 6,947,075 B1. 

Regarding claim 14, Berstis discloses a digital camera system 
comprising a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102) having a memory (Fig. 2: 214), the 
holder system comprising: a digital image storage (personal computer; col. 2, 
lines 15-39) for communicating with the digital camera when the digital camera is 
coupled to said digital image storage by using a universal base (Fig. 1: 106), 
wherein the digital image storage includes a storage medium (A storage medium 
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is inherent in a personal computer to store data) that stores the taken out digital 
images (Col. 1 , lines 45-61 ; col. 2, line 1 5 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, lines 5-63) 

Berstis fails to teach holders for a first and second models of digital 
cameras to be coupled to said first and second models of digital cameras for 
communicating to a digital image storage by using said holders, wherein the 
digital image storage includes a function unit having a program for taking out the 
digital images, the program being used when taking out the digital images in the 
first and the second models of digital cameras. 

However, Helot teaches a docking station (Fig. 1 ) having a plurality of 
adapter trays (Fig. 8) for a plurality of portable computers, wherein said plurality 
of adapter trays are configured for respective different type of portable computer 
so the data interface would match to the one in the docking station in order to 
exchange data and power from/to each of the plurality of portable computers. 
Helot also teaches that the adapters can be labeled in order to easily identify to 
which type of portable computer belongs (Col. 2, line 55 - col. 4, line 37; col. 4, 
lines 54-65; col. 5, lines 17-26; col. 6, lines 33-39). 

Although the teaching of Helot is for a portable computer and not for a 
digital camera, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to apply the concept taught in Helot to Berstis so 
the docking station may have a plurality of adapters for different digital cameras 
so the docking station could transfer image data and recharge the battery of each 
of the plurality of digital cameras. The motivation to do so would have been to 
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reduce the number and variety of docking station products required as suggested 
by Helot (Col. 2, lines 3-14). 

The combined teaching of Berstis in view of Helot fails to teach that the 
image storage includes a function unit having a program for taking out the digital 
images, the program being used when taking out the digital images in the first 
and the second models of digital cameras. 

However, Niikawa teaches a photographic apparatus (Figs. 1-4) 
connectable to a computer (Fig. 5: 1000), wherein said computer comprises 
software installed in the hard drive (Fig. 5: HD1 ) for detecting the connection of 
the digital camera in order to permit transmission of images and control of the 
digital camera upon connection of said digital camera. Niikawa teaches that 
upon detection, the computer run a software for controlling operations of the 
digital camera (i.e. image transmission) (Col. 3, lines 1 7-46; col. 4, line 50 - col. 
5, line 14; col. 6, line 63 - col. 7, line 60). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Helot and 
further in view of Niikawa as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the holder 
system by having the digital image storage detecting when the digital camera is 
connected to said digital image storage and to run a software for controlling 
function in the digital camera. The motivation to do so would have been to 
provide a photographing apparatus taught by Berstis and Helot which can easily 
and rapidly use the network sources by manipulations on the digital camera side, 
without adding special functions and performances to the digital camera so the 
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digital camera can be kept compact without increasing power consumption as 
suggested by Niikawa (Col. 1, line 65 - col. 2, line 26). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Nelson D. Hernandez whose telephone 
number is (571 ) 272-731 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M. 
to 6:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ngoc Yen Vu can be reached on (571) 272-7320. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Contact 



Nelson D. Hernandez 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2612 



NDHH 

October 28, 2005 




